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WHEN X- FACTOR 'S 
MASSIVE SENTIENT 
SMWIP WAS SNATCHED 
/NTO ORGIT AROUND 
THIS ALIEN PLANET, 
SHIP FELL INTO THE 
HANOS OF THE MYS- 
TERIOUS SPACE 
GODS, CALLED THE 
CELESTIALS, WHILE 
THE MEMBERS OF 
X-KACTOR WERE TELE- 
PORTED BELOW, INTO 
THE MIOST OF A 
GATTLE BETWEEN 


ARCHANGEL, MISTAKEN 
FOR ONE OF THE RE- 
VECTS, WAS CAPTURED 
BY THE CHOSEN 


ARCHANGEL 
SA/O KE CAME 
HERE FROM A 
WORLD BEYOND 
THE STARS. HE’ 

NOT A7@UE REJECT. 
HE DOESN'T BE- 
LONG |N THE 

ARENA. 


CC) 
WHY WON'T THEY 
BELIEVE HIM? 


HE TOUCHED ME..-- 
SAVED MY L/FE. 
THAT'S WHY RASK 
CAPTURED Him. WHY YZ 
IS RASK SO EAGER 
FOR HIM TO DIE? 


YOUR SHACKLES 


CAN'T RESTRAIN 
ME! 


HEAR 7S, YOU 
OF THE CHOSEN! = \ 
I AM NOT SOMEAM/MAL, 
TO PERFORM FOR YOUR 
PLEASURE! A 


LOUISE SIMONSON-- We/7TER 
PAUL SMITH -- PENCILER 

ALLEN MILGROM-- /NKER 
JOE ROSEN -- LETTERER 
TOM VINCENT-- COLORIST 

608 HARRAS-- E°(TOR 
TOM DEFALCO-- 40/708 (N CHIEF 
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HE'S 
SPIRITED, RASK 
T'Lt Give YOu THAT. ¥ 
THE WAGERING, 
FOR AND AGAINST 
HIM, BREAKS ALL 
RECORDS... 


+ ANO HIS 
PEFIANCE, TOA 
POINT, WILL AMUSE 
THE CROWO AND 
WHET THEIR APPETITE 
FOR 81000, 


BUT IT WOULD N 
BE A DREADFUL 
BORE, WERE HIS 
ARROGANCE TO 
PERSIST ..+ 
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WY LIGHT IN 
ARENA.--NOR 
KILL ANOTHER 


BEING 
AMU: 


FOR YOUR 


ISEMENT-~ LE 5 


IF YOU WoN'T N 


PERHAPS YOu'LL 
DO SO To save 
YOUR L/FE? 


z-- WHO HAS 
COMPUNCTION 


PALIK, HE 
WILL F/GHT. 


WHY SHOULD 
WE DIE FOR 
THE Le URE 


OF THE 
CHOSEN--2 


we 


7wo 
TAOUSAND 
ON THE 


WE SHALL SFE 
WHOSE BLOOD 
STAINS THE 

SANDS TODAY... 


I WITHSTOOD 
THE GOADS/ 
TAINK YOU, 
THAT MERE 
FEATHERS 


GOADS. THEY’LL 
GOTH HAVE 


A VETERAN 
GLADIATOR, 
BUT THE ARcH- 
ANGEL \S SWIFT 
AND FIERCE... 


HAVE COME 
ALL ie WAY 


MEMBERS OF THE 
WARRIOR CLASS 
WAGER FOR 
LESSER STAKES... 


NOT FEATHERS, YD 
Feb BUT KNIVES... + YET, HIS 


ECGED WITH A GRIP 1S STRONG 
NEURAL OIS- Sone winG- AS EVER! 
KNIFE WOULD 
HAVE FELLEO AN 
ORDINARY MAN, 
HE'S HAD TWREE 
LODGED IN HIS 


WITH Eve! 

WAGER, THE PURSE 

GROWS AND MY 
CUT INCREASES! 


VAS 

ALREADY YOU'RE 
THE MOST ADMIRED 
MAW IN CHOSENDOM..- 


AFTER ALL, YOU CAPTURED 
THAT WINGED FIEND... /\ 


I DON'T 'Y’...THERE'S SOME- 
KNOW WHO ‘THING /(WOOM/TA- 
I AMOR GLE ABOUT THAT 
WHERE TL WINGED DEVIL. 
CAME FROM, HE WON'T BOW 
LEV, BUT L 

KNOW 


Ae eS — ALA 


, £ AAAARGH! 


Te 


IS AGROM, = ATIME. MAKE YOUR 
SON OF VLON DEATH BLOW SURE 
AND SWIFT... 
1-e AND SPEAK 
FEELS LIKE MY 
HEAD'S IN AVISE. 
CAN'T BREATHE... 
CAN'T THINK... 


THE AUDIENCE (S 
ITS FEC 


ON ET, NY 
SARIEKING A SINGLE, } 
(RRESISTIGLE COMMAND. faa 


“Sais 


17 ECHOES ANO INTENSIFIES 
THE GOAD-INDUCEO ROAR-\ 
1NG /N HIS. EARS «6+ THE 
8L000-LUST SURGING 

AIS VEINS.- 


AE’S \NNOCENT, Y IT'S You 
CAUGHT IN WHO AUST 


YOUR TRAPS Ores 


STUPID. 
CAN'T GET 
THROUGH 

TO THEM. 
ou HAVE 


ACTIVATE 
THE GRID-- (T'S MY FAULT 
NOWS HE'S THERE... 
TORTURED... 
HANGING IN 


CO 
r\ 


i 
THROUGH HIM, THEIR 
REPRESSED PASSIONS 
WILL FIND RELEASE... 


_- UNTIL, EXCELLENT, RASK! W THE BETTING ON 
Like spivers, \f He FOUGHT...HE THE WEXT MATCH 


WON... AND REMAINS HAS BEGUN ALREADY YO 
+e AND WILL BREAK PLANNED 


Ny THEY SUCK j 
HIM ORY... AND AS UNPREDICTABLE, 
DEA 4 AS DANGEROUS EVEN TA/S RECORD! IT THIS 
AS EVER! iy WAY, RASKZ, 
YOU CREDIT ME, 
MOST _PERFEC 
WITH FORESIG: 
I DON'T POSSESS! 


r ) THE /CEMAN! 
L MUST... CALM 
MYSELF. MAINTAIN 
CONTROL. RASK 
MUST SUSPECT 
NOTHIN 


MAKE WAY pom 
THE PERFEC: 
Seba! Your 
KINO met CRINGE 
: é 
i GUIDE YOUR 
oR soraae on | | SSeRantt, 
OUR KIND--? WE “SAT Ne, 
MY DESIRE... 
grt blag { \"0.70 S70 
XC you... HAVE DECREED 
THAT WE DUACERS, 
WHO HAVE SECOND 
FORMS... 
LIKE YOUR /CE. 


AND IF WE CHOOSE TO LIVE 
ON OUR OWN SUFFERANCE, 
WHO ARE 7HWEY TO STOP US? 
PERHAPS 7 
YOU ANO THE L FIRST SAW 
ANGEL AREN'T ~— YOU IN YOUR 
ALL THAT DIF- (CE FORM AND 
FERENT IN YOUR MISTOOK You 
DEFIANCE... - 


BUT I WOULD - 
RATHER TAKE 
ON RASK! 


ARCHANGEL SINED 1, 
ME FROM THE REJEcTs.}} —s_y_-||".. NOR DO 1 BELIEVE [] 
SURELY, THEN HE — THAT /CEMAW 15 ONE 


THEM... 


" MANY OF THE CHOSEN 
ee MINO- TWISTEO IN 
THE BATTLE. ner SuUR- 
lapel ce S cuaL 
N THE u 
Sane Back 


“THEY SAY THAT 

RESECT TAMMERS 

ATTACKED A RED- NO ONE 
HAIRED Te ene Re] RECOGNIZED 
ooo ONE HER. Kupafaa 
osenct By Ti HER FORM... pldtak GER ...? 


NONETHELESS, SHE'S 

PERFECT \W FORM. AND OTHERS TO 
WILL THEREFORE BE Ry TRADE. THEY 
RICH AND POWERFUL BY SAY SHE FOUGHT 


AMONG THE PEOPLE.. LIKE ONE OF THE 
REJECTS! THEY 
JAMMED HER, 


RSS p 
Sy, WHO KNOWS WS 
WHAT STATE 


SHE EATS 
NOTHING. 
DRINKS NOTHING. 
SHE'S UNCONSCIOUS 
ss AND WE'RE STUCK 
HERE GUAROING 
HER... 
WE MIGHT AS 


WELL GUARO A 
CORPSE...! 


ZHARKAH LAS 
TAKEN AN 
INTEREST IN 
HER. SHE'S STILL 
THIN: 


y ‘i 
IF YOU CALL 
THAT LIVING, 
SHE'S ALIVE... 

‘O FAR...! 


WHILE ON A FAR SIDE OF 


THE REJECTS C17 Y/N AN AREA UNCLAIMED BY ANY TRIBE, ZHARKAH AND THE BEAST 
ACCOMPANY A PARTY 


SCAVENGING AMONG THE ARTIFACTS OF A CIVILIZATION ALREADY LOS7-- 


THE RED-HAIRED SHE'S OBVIOUSLY ONE OF I'LL SAY NOTHING ABOUT 
CAPTIVE OF THE NY THE CHOSEN, SO HOW COULD THE WOMAN..- ANDO WATCH 
NEAKS CLAN 15 DUE ) {7 HE CLAIM HER FOR A FRIEND? ANO WAIT. LET HIM KEEP 
FOR A PRISONER < i — HIS SECRET, AND I WILL 

I L/KE THE BEAST. ‘oe KEEP MINE... <p 

I WANT TO 7RUST 


ING FOR, SHOULD 
I 7E¢2 HIM? 


ZHARKAH'S A FRIEND. I SHOULD TELL 
THAT I'M FROM A FAR OFF WORLD. 
I DO,SHE'LL THINK I'M MAD... 


BETTER TO LET 
HER CONTINUE To 

BELIEVE THAT I'M - 

A LOST REJECT, COMING- 
CAUGHT IN A JAMMER! 

BACKLASH, WHOSE 


YES, WE'LL BE THERE. 
RIGHT AWAY. 


CLOTHES FOR 
WHILGE'S BABY... 


THEY MAY HAVE TO WHY SO GRIM, ZHARKAH? BABIES ARE BORN 
BE MODIFIED. HE MAY EVERY OAY. AND WHERE I COME FROM, 
LOOK LIKE HIS FATHER... i BIRTH IS A JOYOUS OCCASION... 


Jovous? THAT FOR WHERE, ON THIS EVEN AMONG THE =f BIRTH..-A TIME OF JoyY...? 
ALMOST MAKES PEACE- FORSAKEN CHOSEN, INFANTS : ANO TERROR, TOO. I KNOW, 
ME BELIEVE THAT PLANET, OO THE BORN DEAD OUT- ‘ MY FRIEND. OF MY OWN 
YOU'RE NOT FROM  O005 FAVOR THE . NUMBER THE : FOYR DEAR BABES, ONLY 
THIS CHARNEL vee ? THE ONE SURVIVES 

fe 


MY BABE {5 
A -$0 


SHE'S BEAUTIFUL, 
ISN'T SHE? SHE'S 
GOT HER Uuces 


AND YOUR EARS, 
WHILGHE..-SHE'S 
A..-A CUTE LITTLE 

THING... 


SHE'LL ~ 
IMPROVE 
WITH AGE... & 


SMILE FOR AUNTIE 

ZHARKAH. WAKE 
UP, MY LITTLE 
DARLING, AND -- 


THE WIND MOANS BLEAK ANO COLO, 

MIGH OVERHEAOS MOTHER MOON 

SHIVERS ANP PULLS CLOSER HER 
SHROUD OF AIST AS... 


+e AND WHEN W..AND CHOOSE AS 
NEXT SHE RE- YOUR ABODE A CHILO 
LEASES YOU OF THE CHOSEN... 
FOR A so- 

JOURN UPON 

THIS WORLD, 

TAKE CARE... 


A SLIM 
ENOUGH \ 
CHANCE AT 
THAT, FROM 
ALL you've 
TOLD ME, 
ZHARKAH, 
BUT, LISTEN.., 


FAREWELL, 
MY LITTLE 
ZHEOPAH, MAY 
YOUR SOUL RISE 
TO THE EMBRACE 


SILENCE! TART IS (T 15 NOT OUR WAY 
CHOSEN TALK, BEAST, TO MEDOLE WITH 

ANO I WILLNOT HEAR THE MINGLINGS OF 
(T SPOKEN HERE. MOTHER MOON. 


oo» J HAVE A... 
A BACKGROUND IN 
BIOCHEMISTRY. L 
MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO HELP YOUR 

PEOPLE S7AE/- 
4/ZE GENETI- 
CALLY AND-- 


BUT THINK, 
ZHARKAH, IS THIS 
WISE? THE STORIES 
AY THAT MOTHER 
OON MADE US, YES... 
AND GAVE US HANDS, 
THAT WE MIGHT 
TEND HER WORLD. 


BUT SHE ALSO ; HE DOESN'T THINK I TRULY WW ...HOW CAN WE, WEAK VD 
GAVE US MNOS , LIKE A REJECT... EVEN BELIeve ANO FLAWED AS WE 
THAT WE MIGHT NOT TOL ONE WHO'S BEEN THAT YOU ARE...WE, WHO HAVE £ 
® FULLY Y JAMMED, HIS PHILOSO- MEAN WELL, SO DECIMATED OUR 
TRUST £ PHY 15 AAUCH LIKE THAT BEAST, BUT . WORLD AND OUR 
SHAPE (T TO SUIT OF THE CHOSEN/ ANSWER OWN KINO... 
OUR NEEDS AS : METHIS /o9> : 
WELL AS HERS. | : aS RIDDLE... 


ARE WE FUL- ys : 

FILLING HER ’ > \ \ SELES SHOULD BE 
COMMAND, y | KEPT, AND WHAT 
WHEN WE =~ PART CAST 

ALLOW HER : ASIDE? 


LITTLE &F- 
FORT WHER 
BEHALF--? ( 


PLUMES ANO WAVES 
CREST (N THE WIND- 
ORIVEN SKY, CATCHING 
AND REFLECTING THE 
CHOSEN CITY'S LIGHTS... 


--e BUT BEYOND 
THE LIGHT, THEIR 

| CLRRENTS ROML, 
DARK, TURBULENT, 
UNCONTROLLED, 


SPARKLES WITH 
(7$ OWN EN- 
| LIGHTENMENT... 


OUR ANCESTORS “¢ 
CHOSE SCIENTIST, 
THOSE TRAITS OF 
PHYSICAL PER- 
PECTION THAT 

WE WOULD 


? 


aes 


HAVE OUR GENETIC 
SAMPLES GROWN 
DISTORTED OVER 
TIME ,,, LIKE THE PRO- 
GRAMS OF OUR FAIL- 
ING ROBOTS? WE CAN 

NO MORE REPAIR 

THEM, THAN-- 


7] THE STANDARD... PRO- 
VIDED THE MATERIALS 
N+ FOR PERFECTION! 


THE SEG/NAGAINS N 


WOULD REDEFINE 
ge SIR. 


re 


it a 


YOU HAVE SEEN 
NOTHING. NUTRIENT 
1S MISSING BECAUSE 
YOU SPILLED IT... 


2 Mii toh , 


SCIENTIST... IMPETUOUS ! 


\f 
ENOUGA/ YOU ARE YOUNG, Y AND NOW, YOUNG 
MAN, WHAT OF 
YOU_MUST LEARN TO THINK A THAT BATCH...2 
BEFORE YOU SPEAK! 
- (AT ONE? 


TH 
PROMISING, ACTUALLY, SIR, 
WE SHOULD SALVAGE TWO.., 
MAYBE THREE. PERHAPS YOU 


I CAN'T BELIEVE 
THIS! MEé...THE 
PERFECT SEERA... 
ENTITLED TO GO 
ANYWHERE... TO 
HAVE ANYTHING... 
= 


-- -CROUCHING HERE 
IN TERROR OF DIS- 
COVERY WITH A BAG 
ULL OF NUTRIENT... 


THE BABYS HUNGRY... 
BROADCASTING HIS 
RAGE AND 
OISTRESS,_) 


LOCKED 
HIS DISTRESS 
FROM THE OTHERS 
--- 90 FAR I’ve 
SUCCEEDED... 
BUT FOR How 


THIS SECTOR, I... FELT 
BLANKNESS HERE. 


YOU'RE HIDING SOMETHING, 
PERFECT SEERA. IN THAT 
SUNDLE. BEHIND YOUR 
MINO-- 


I JAMMED HIM a“ SORRY IRAN INTO I_KNOW. WE'LL HAVE 

TOO HARD. HE MAY I'M LATE, A TELEPATH TO MOVE HIM SOME- 

NEVER WAKE, IF 2EEZEE. WHO'D REGIS- WHERE ELSE, FARTHER 

ONLY I HAD BEEN 3 2 TEREO MY FROM THE CENTER 

ALLOWED MORE ded eB, AWARENESS NA _OF THE 77% 
PRACTICE...) Y] ee WN BLOCK, Le Pere 


IT'S FOOLISH TO I’M AFRAID 
ALLOW THE CHOSEN : 
TO USE THEIR POWERS 
ONLY IN BATTLE. 


THE REJECTS USE A, 

THEIRS CONSTANTZLY... 

AS NATURALLY AS 
THEY BREATHE- 


. 


Cc) 
il AND SO, EVEN WiTH 
a! SUPERIOR NUMBERS 
et Y AND TECHNOLOGY, WE 
ZA CHOSEN ARE HARD 
PRESSED To DEFEAT 


RULE TWe CHOSEN 
e f— 


T WILL CWANGE 
ALL THAT! 


IF HE 
REGISTERED 
IT, OTHERS 
WILL ALSO. 


YOu USED TO G10 £? AND DI0 You 
GUZZLE your FEEL LUKE THIS WHEN 
NUTRIENT JUST YOU HELD ME? I NEVER 
L/KE THAT, MY HAO ANYTHING To 
DARLING LOVE BEFORE... 
CHILO. EXCEPT you, 


I WONDER, IS 
HE REALLY 
FROM ANOTHER 
WORLD? DOES 
HE HAVE REAL 
RENTS 


PAREN 
SOMEWHERE... 


LIKE THE CHOSEN? 

/E_HE WAS PARENTS, 

THEN WHEREACE 
THEY...2 


ANO IF L4/NO 

THEM, WILL I HAVE 
TO GIVE THEIR 

BABY GACK...? 


ONCE THE TUNNELS BENEATH 
THE RIVER WERE FILLED W/TH 
ei again BoD t 
SFT = -.eANO THAT, ONCE YOU " OF COURSE... 
‘ HAVE FOUNO YouR HE ONCE 
FRIENDS, YOU WILL THOUGHT 7HEY 
LEAVE. WERE OUR 
SAVIORS... 


A MORE 
YNOERSTANOAGLE 
ERROR. HE'S JWE- 

INSPIRING. TALL AS 
A A MOUNTAIN, SEEMING- 
LY OBLIVIOUS To 
OUR PASSING, 


OBLIVIOUS INDEED, 

WATCH. MINE IS THE 

POWER TO SHATTER 
THE EARTH... 


AND NOT SO Quick 
TO CLEAR THE 
TUNNELS OF 
DESRIS. 


THOUGH YOUR FATHER IS 
RELUCTANT TO HELP ME, 


HE BELIEVES THAT YOU'RE 
THE PROPHESIED SAVIOR FROM 
THE STARS WHO WILL LEAD OuR 

WORLD TO PEACE... y / 


... AND YET, HE 
WILL CONTINUE TO 
HOVER PRECISELY YOu See 
WHERE HE WAS STAND- WHAT WEARE VY 
ING..- UNTIL, FOR ... WHAT WE'VE 
SOME REASON OF BECOME. 
HIS OWN, HE DECIDES j 
A. TO MOVE ON. 


1S ENORMOUS, 
ANO HE'S JUST 
ONE OF THEM. 


THE CHOSEN, 
nce 
) . 
ANDO FOUND US MINDERS AND 
ACCEPTABLE... f SYMBOLIC BATTLES 
AND SO WE . OF THE ARENA... 4 
WERE SPARED. All 4 


THE REJECTS, 
WHO STUBBORNLY 
REFUSE TO CON- 

SIDER ANY 


BUT DEATH... \ 
A KN 
WE BEGIN- eT 


PREACH A NEW 
BEGINNING BUT 
DO NOTHING TO 
ACCOMPLISH IT . 


OW COULD 
EY NOT FINO 
US WANTING...2 
THEY WILL DESTROY mare 
WE ARENOW / I woNceR NY funy rouen! 
yt 
Jageeuce. ‘6 ,, AND CHOSEN 


WAS SUOD 
TURNED AGAINST 
THE SPACE GODS, 

COULD YOU ORIVE 

THEM OFF...7 


YOUR SCHEME 
{S MADNESS... 
AND YET...WE MIGHT 
ACCOMPLISH IT, IF 


THIS IS A TIME OF YY... ANDO NOW OFFER YOU 
PRIDE FOR ALL OF TO THE OJADE TRIBE, 
US, NIKOH, BUT THAT ALL OF US MIGHT 
PARTICULARLY FOR SHARE IN YOUR POWER...! 
THE FATHER AND 
MOTHER, WHO BORE 
AND RAISED YOU... 


THEM WHAT 
YOU CAN DO... 


ATTEND ME, 
MY FRIENDS! 
WE ARE Hege To- 
NIGHT TO CELE- 
BRATE WITH NIKOH, 
HIS COMING OF 


BUT LET ALL OTHERS 
HONOR YOU AS W- 


ATTACKED 
Im THEIR LEADERS! 


r SPEAKING OF 
POWER, YOU 
HEARD Agour 


THEY SAY HIS ‘ 
WINGS PRE SHARP 
<2 ANDO HIS FEATHERS 
CAN BE FLUNG 

LIKE KN/VES... 


«- AND HE bug neves 


BE ONLY ONE SA MEMBER CAPTIVE 
PERSON WHO OF MY TRIBE, FROM THE 
FITS THAT DE- X-FACTOR! ARENA? 


SCRIPTION. 
HE'S CALLED 
ARCHANGEL. 


= 


LE sow Nd 
MGT A isthe Le 


ae ste NI fas 
EL Fe SH: IT Fe STs) 


IT WILL TAKE 
oro heli MY 


A ies FIRE 
wag ouee 
1 : NORE I BEAT YOU 
Bre: IAINST ROBOTS ANO: HOLOGRAPHIC ° 
/MNAGES... AND SOMETIMES AGAINST. 
EACH OTHER... 


TO COWNTER fi 
THIS! 


YOU'RE BETTER FIGHTING 
ONE OW ONE THAN AVY OF 
THE CHOSEN. THOUGH IW 
A MELEE, I COULD 
BEAT YOU STILL! 


NOT ANY 
LONGER...! 


WHAT PO YOU 
EXPECT7 HE'S LIKE 
ALL THE DUALERS... 
IMPERFECT IN 
FORM AND 
STEP BEHIND MANNERS. 
THE BARRIER... 


HA 


ae ae i} 
IT. 
Hindi 


L$ 


WOTWIM THE CHOSEN C/TY, 1S A PRACTICE AREA CALLED THE |W Too! 

WAR ROOM: THOUGH MOST OF THE CHOSEN USE IT Oc- meer SURPRISE, 

CASTONALLY FO: WONE THEIR POWERS, THE DUACERS. LEV, IN THE MIDST 
PRACTICE THERE ALMOST CONSTANTLY. << OF A LARGER 


BATTLE. 7H/S 
TIME, YOU HAVEN'T 
GOT A CWANCE! 


I CAN'T 
GET OUT! 


MY FLAME... 
FLICKERING. 
H \ 
AS 


Hi 

ICE SURROUNDS 
YOu. I REPLACE 
WHAT YOU MELT... 


-- UNTIL YOUR 

FIRE HAS COon- 
SUMED THE 
OXYGEN AND 

CAN BURN NO 


YOU THINK 

THAT YOU 

COULD 0E- 
FEAT ME...2 


N 
EBRAGGCART...! J 


WE DUALERS ARE 
A GARBAROUS | LOT. 
AND SURELY THE 


BUT WHAT K/VD 

OF ENERGY? MAGNETIC? 
TO FIND OUT NOW...! 
BUT (T'S 


a 
—in <n 
<a 

a Sh are 
a 


her 


TOO LONG 


Nn 17 Taxes You 
R Ni TO 


STILL TO USE (T 
TO ADVANTAGE, [> 


Stan's Seaphox 
Hi, Heroes! in answer to countless 
demands (from my cousin, Calvin 
Counfless), | figured this would be a good 
time to bring you up to date on Marvel's 
various movie and TV projects. 

Captain America: Even as you read 
this, the filming is about to start in Europe, 
and, naturally, Cap’s villain will be the ever- 
loathsome Red Skull! (For more of the 
dazzlin’ details, don't miss the "Soapbox" 
Sn in this month's MARVEL AGE!) 
Spider-Man: Your battlin’ Bullpen finally 
convinced the Hollywood wizards to stop 
writing screenplay after screenplay that 
didn't correctly portray the ol’ wall-crawler. 
Now WE'RE gonna work on the movie story 
for Spidey-so just waitl It'll be coming your 
way before you can wiggle a web! Also in 

eparation (which means the scripts are 

ing written right now!) are movies for iron 
Man, Sub-Mariner and--buckle your seat 
belt, brother--Wolverine! We're even 
Playing with an idea for Ant-Man, but hey, 
Ma gotta save some surprises for next 
i] 

As for TV, it won't be long before we'll 
be announcing Daredevil in his own series! 
And, for the biggest, wildest surprise of all, 


Fro Fils: 
Renee Witterstaetter 


Assistant Editor on: CONAN SAGA, 
SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN, SILVER 
SURFER, WHAT IF...?, WOLVERINE 
SAGA, and the Kull Graphic Novel 

Marvel freelance credits (past): A five- 
page story in the SILVER SURFER 
ANNUAL; HULK and NEW MUTANTS 
letter pages; articles for MARVEL AGE 
Marvel freelance credits (present): It's a 
secret!!! 

My place of birth is: Texarkana—the Texas 
side, that is! An’ do-o-o-n't yu fergit it! 
People who knew me in high school 
thought I was: An impostor I lost mega- 
tons over one summer, and actually began 


who do you think may be co-starring with 
the Incredible Hulk in his next made-for- 


television cular? If you guessed the 
iant-sized, glitzy, glamorous, gorgeous 
he-Hulk you wouldn't be too far wrong! 


Well, that's about it for now. Just didn't 
want you to think we were all asleep over 
here ete West--even if we arel 

sior 


ITEM: Hey, boys and girls, what time is it? 
That's right, it's comic book convention 
time! That's the time when hotels from 
coast to coast are taken over by comic 
book writers, artists, editors, publishers, 
letterers, colorists, back-issue dealers, 
and most importantly, fans! It's too late to 
tell you about Oakland's Wondercon (we 
had a biast!), but if you hurry you can still 
join the fun at the following gala 
gatherings: 

CHICAGO COMICON 

June 30-July 2 

Ramada O'Hare Hotel 

Rosemont, IL 

(Guests include legendary Soapbox- 
scribe Stan (the Man) Lee, Editor in Chief 


and THOR writer Tom (Top Dog) DeFalco, 
Executive Editor and writer of both 
CAPTAIN AMERICA and QUASAR Mark 
(the Remarker) Gruenwald, PUNISHER 
writer and editor Carl (the Married Guy) 
Potts, and Mutant editor and S.H.I.E.L.D. 
scripter Bob (Over 30) Harras.) 
For more info (like how much it costs, for 
example) contact CHICAGO COMICON, 
c/o Larry Charet, 1219 W. Devon, 
Chicago IL 60660; telephone (312) 743- 
4493. 
DALLAS FANTASY FAIR 
July 14-16 
Sheraton Park Central Hotel 
Dallas, TX 
(Guests include Mark (Him Again?) 
Gruenwald, AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 
writer David (Rhymes with Pickle-my- 
knee) Michelinie, DR. DOOM/DR. 
STRANGE Graphic Novel penciler Mike 
(Don't even try to pronounce it) Mignola, 
along with a pair of comic art legends, 
Harvey Kurtzman and Will Eisner.) 
For more info contact DALLAS FANTASY 
FAIR, P.O. Box 820488, Dallas TX 75382; 
telephone (214) 349-3369. 

And tell ‘em Marvel sent you! 


talking to people). 

My hobbies are: Reading, writing, going to movies, photography, cooking, putting my 
car in and out of the shop. 

My pet peeves are: People who think they are the absolute authority on anything, 
people who destroy the environment or mistreat animals, people who say I look like 
Mery] Streep, my car! 

My favorite performers are: Katharine Hepburn, Gene Kelly, Jimmy Stewart, Harrison 
Ford, Sean Connery, Jay Leno, UB40—but only recently. ' 
The last good books I read were: The Funny Papers by Tom DeHaven, Endgame Enigma 
by James P. Hogan, and Tourist Season by Car] Haussen. 

The last good movies I saw were: The Adventures of Baron Munchausen, and high-quality 
rental tapes of Harold and Maude, The Man Who Would Be King, The Wind and the Lion, and 
Once Upon a Time in America. 

If they were making a movie of my life, I'd like to see my part played by: Someone 
with a smaller nose and a better figure. 

My oddest habit is: Eating picante sauce with just about everything. 

My greatest accomplishment outside the comics field is: My journalistic writing for 
newspapers in Texas; living 25 years (so far); having Don King tell me I look like 
Cleopatra. 

The reason I got into comics was: Fate! Plus the fact that I fell in love with Peter Parker 
at a very young age. 

The biggest influences on my work include: Mark Twain, Charles Dickens, Dr. 
Laurence F, McNamee (my Shakespeare teacher and sportswriting partner), my parents, 
Connie Penny (my high school journalism teacher), old movies, and travelling a lot! 
CHint, hint.) 

The single work of which I am most proud is: My as-yet-unpublished children's book, 
Kerry and the Scary Things. Getting Mike Zeck to draw my caricature. 

My greatest unfulfilled amibition in the comics field is: To someday be Mike Carlin's 
boss. 

The worst part of my job is: Listening to my editor Craig Anderson explain why we need 
more girls on SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN covers, and seeing by the higher sales 
figures that he's right! : : 

When nobody's looking I like to: Steal pens from Glenn Herdling, doodle on my desk 
calendar. 

The one thing I really want the world to know about me is: I'm really not Cleopatra, 
but sometimes I do dress up like Napoleon Bona . 
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Dear X-Factor, 
To sum ug issue #40's art work, 
“superb”! This issue was great, | mean 
not only was the art wonderful, but the 

story, ooohhh the story! The story was 
very, very, very, fantastic! | loved the battle 
between X-FACTOR and old Egg-Head. 
Nanny and her Orphan-Maker's too. | found 
out that she wasn't a machine, but a real, 
living, breathing person. | also found that 
she was placed in that egg shaped, armored 
plated tin can. The Orphan Maker was too 
dangerous to be a marauder. Why is that? | 
mean, have you seen the marauders?! They 
are a:truly dangerous group, even though 
they're dead now, or are they? All in all, | 
thank you all: Louise Simonson, Rob Liefeld, 
Allen Milgrom, Joe Rosen, Tom Vincent, Bob 
Harras, Tom DeFalco and X-FACTOR for 
making this one one of the best of X-FACTORS. 
issues! 


Michael Bella 
(address withheld by request) 


Thanks, Michael. 


Dear X-Heads, 

First things first, and the first thing is that | 
want to thank you for a wonderful issue with 
great artwork and a great new character 
(Alchemy). X-FACTOR #41 had a great 
story and | always like Art Adams’ work. 

| also have a number of questions ideas. 
Most, if not all of which have seen print be- 
fore, but were never answered or acted on. 

1) Is Archangel’s costume permanently 
grafted to his body, or is it just a costume 
that he can take on and off like everything 
else? 

2) In X-MEN #245 another Jean Grey 
was Created. Was the “Jean Bomb” in the 
spaceship when Havok blew it to smither- 
eens, or are you going to start the Jean 
Scott/Maddie dilemma again? Please don't 
Start that thing over, I think I've had just about 
as much of that as | can handle. 

3) Ihave a bet with a friend about Beast's 
fur. | think it's blue, but my friend (he wants to 
remain anonymous) seems to think it's black 
because you use blue for highlights on 
black. Well, which is it? 

4) Please, please, please get rid of 
Beast's stupid brown and yellow costume 
and gwe him Caliban’s old one except in 
shorts and short sleeves. Pleeeeease! 

5) Speaking of Caliban, what in limbo 
happened to him,-and will we be seeing 
Apocalypse soon? 

If Alchemy turns things to gold when he's 
thinking about it, then what about his clothes 
and stuff? What about it, |. good enough 
for a No-Prize? One last thing—give it a 
rest. The police would have noticed the “gold 
trail,” even in the dark! That's all for now, so 
until Boom-Boom dates Beast, Make Mine 
Marvel! 


Jason Rosenquist 
9700 Bordeaux Lane 
Austin, TX 78750 
1) As shown this issue, Jason, his 
costume is not permanently grafted— 
but his skin is blue. : 
2) The bomb blew up. Real good. 
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3) The Beast is blue. Very, very blue. 

4) The costume’s gone. Very, very 
gone. 

5) Caliban will show up soon. Very, 
very soon. (And we'll finally see what 
Apocalypse did to him). 


Dear X-Changes, 

Stupendous! That's what X-FACTOR #41 
was. Arthur Adams’ art was the best I've 
seen since Silvestri's in X-MEN. From the 
two great panels on page one to the be- 
wildering shot of the team members looking 
questioningly at the quintet of trolls, the 
artwork is totally scintillating! The close-ups 
were great. The full-page panel on page 24 
was totally awesome. Jean looks great on 
pages 11, 18, 20, 22, and she looks HOT on 
Pages 26 and 27. | can see why Scotty likes 
Jean. | think Madelyne can rot for what she's 
done to Scott. 

Keep the Beast the way he is now! I'm in 
agreement with almost everybody except 
Nelson Fox: get rid of those putrid yellow 
and brown colors! Now for a few questions: 

1) On page 26, the fifth panel shows 
Jean blasting a troll. Next to her is Scott's 
son, (Nathan) Christopher, being held in 
midair due to Jean's telekinetic capabilities, 
no doubt. How is this possible? Jean is con- 
centrating on attacking the troll, isn't she? 

2) Can you tell me where | can finda a 
bridge with a room that size inside of it? 

3) Is Warren a member of X-FACTOR 
again? 

4) Are the ex-X-Terminators going to 
have their own series? Maybe they could 
join Wolfpack. 

Thanks for your time. Oh! Even though he 
doesn't work on this comic, please tell Mr. 
Orzechowski he does a FANTASTIC job! 


Jason Bloch 
Sturbridge Dr. 
Medina, OH 44256 


Consider him told, Jason. 

And, yes, Warren is indeed a member 
of X-Factor. Christopher's force-bubble 
is amystery and we suggest you consult 
a real estate agent about your architectural 
needs! 


Dear Marvel, 

I've just finished reading issue #41 of X- 
FACTOR and | enjoyed the story. | was be- 
ginning to wonder who had won the Mutant 
Registration contest. | thought it would be 
forever until we saw the sinner. So, can 
Alchemy change things only into gold or into 
whatever element he wants? It looked like 
he could.on page three, panels 4, 5 and 6. 
And can he change things back to their 
original state? Will his power work on people 
or animals? One last thing, why are there 
Trolls wandering around London in this day 
and age? 


Ed Goldberg 
1655 Juliet Dr. 
Petaluma, CA 94952 


For the very same reason a Norse god 
is walking around the street of New York, 
Ed! Jeez, we thought that was obvious! 


Hey Bob— 

The only compiaint | have about X-FACTOR 
41 is the simple fact that you misspelled my 
last name in the letter column. 

Aren't you ashamed? 


Elvis Orten 
17650 Dawson Road 
Dawson Springs, KY 42408 


Degply. 


Dear Bob, 

After reading issue #41 | decided to write, 
even though this letter probably won't have 
a chance of seeing print for a while due to 
the fact that you're way behind in the letters 
page. It doesn't matter though, because this 
letter is mainly about the general direction of 
the series. [ guess | should start with the 
villains, so | will. First of all, there's 
Apocalypse, probably the third best Marvel 
villain of all time, right behind Doctor Doom 
and Magneto. Speaking of which, it's about 
time he appeared again, it's been since 
issue #28 that we've even seen him, with 
the exception of the annual in which he really 
didn't fight X-FACTOR. How about showing 
what happened to Caliban, huh? He hasn't 
appeared since the Fall of the Mutants 
storyline. Next, there's Infectia, Nanny and 
Orphan Maker, Alliance of Evil, and | guess 
you could throw in the Marauders. By the 
way, | can't believe you killed Mr. Sinister! He 
was a classic villain. Please leave him dead. 
though. It would only cheapen the story to 
bring hin back. There's also the Right, | sup- 
pose. | hope Cameron Hodge is truly dead 
also, for the same reason as Mr. Sinister. 
You can still have them fight some smiley- 
face robots with a new leader. By the way, 
could we see Doppelganger again soon 
from X-FACTOR ANNUAL #1? He's one of 
your better villains. Well, the art is great also, 
but I've heard that Wait will be writing, pencil- 
ing, and inking the Fantastic Four come 
summer so | figure he'll be leaving X- 
FACTOR soon. I'll be sorry to see him go. 
but if this is true, how about Rob Liefeld? His 
fill-in was great and I've fiked his work since 
| first saw it at DC. If he's not available, Steve 
Lightle would be a good choice. The major 
criticism | have is some of the corny dialogue 
between Scott and Jean. An example is the 
last panel of issue #39 where X-Factor is 
standing around blabbing about Scott's 
past, etc. The dialogue was awfully stupid, 
| can't picture anyone talking like that, not 
even our unfortunate mutants. How about 
X-Factor fighting Dr. Doom? You have to 
admit, it could be interesting as powerful as 
X-Factor is right now. Could we please see 
the Starjammers again soon—either here 
or in the X-MEN? Since youre editor of both 
books, you should be able to arrange some- 
thing. They haven't appeared with the X-Men 
since X-MEN #175. It's long overdue. All in 
all, | love this series. it is definitely in my top 
ten books. 

Aaron Toomey 
1144 Stratford St. 
Barberton, OH 44203 


